Projections from dental structures to the brain stem trigeminal complex as shown by transganglionic transport of horseradish peroxidase.
Horseradish peroxidase (HRP) was implanted in one maxillary canine of cats and the transganglionic transport to the brain stem studied and mapped. HRP-positive fibers and terminal granules are distributed ipsilaterally to each subdivision of the trigeminal complex but are heaviest in the main sensory nucleus, adjacent pars oralis and pars interpolaris near obex with somewhat less in the rest of pars oralis and least in pars caudalis. The distribution indicates a wider central representation than previous anatomical reports and corresponds well with certain physiological studies.